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It’s fair to say that the last term was a busy one with the school growing to
its largest size since we opened. We had a series of fabulous ‘Information,
Advice and Guidance’ evenings for parents, and an incredible Open
Evening with record numbers of families attending. As a direct result,
we’ve had over 190 students applying for the 125 places with us in
September. As I have previously written to you about, we use the Century
Tech platform for flipped learning and independent study. The embedded
use of this has made us the second highest performing school in the entire
world, which is an incredible effort from all of our students and staff. We’ve
also been busy redesigning our curriculum to ensure that it supports the
aspirations and needs of our students, and redesigning our school website
(see p2). Both of these will be live from January so that parents, students,
guests and our key partners can explore and get an insight into the
incredible experiences that our young people get each day at The
University Collegiate School. Can I take this opportunity to thank each of
you for your continued support, valuable feedback & proactive approach to
ensuring that each and every one of our cherished students flourish during
their time with us. Mr G Whiting
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Pupil Board Meeting
Our two student representatives, Katie (Year 11) and Ethan (Year 8) attended
the trust-wide ‘Pupil Board Meeting’ to discuss local charitable causes with our
partner Quest schools. Proposals included local art work, community outreach
for neighbours of the school who may be lonely and a celebration for the
Queen’s Jubilee; the Pupil Board will meet again in January to put plans into
place. As a school UCS Bolton have been raising money for Fort Alice through a
festive non uniform day, Children in need with an odd sock day and have been
collecting toiletries for a homeless charity.

Principal’s Welcome

In the Dentist's Chair
Year 12 A Level students had a dental technology experience day 

at the University of Bolton.  Students were able to practice wax 

carving, digital design of appliances for CadCam and dental mould 

making whilst having a taster session of how a potential university 

course is ran and receiving first hand knowledge from current 

students. Images can be seen on the left.



Meteorites land at The UCS last term and pupils from both UCS and many of 
our feeder Primary schools got their hands-on rare samples of moon rocks 
and meteorites.  Mr Barrow, our new Head of Science, ran a series of science 
lessons and experiments that were truly out of this world! 

Students were encouraged to reach for the stars and learn more about the 
Universe around us during a week-long interactive experience of astronomy 
and were given the unique opportunity to touch a piece of space rock not 
of this Earth as they were allowed to handle some genuine meteorites. These 
rare samples were provided free of charge by the UK’s Science and 
Technology Facilities Council (STFC), which provides educational packs to 
inspire young people to get involved in science and complement classroom 
studies. The pack provided by STFC includes a 1.2 billion-year-old piece of 
Mars rock and a 4.3 billion-year-old nickel meteorite. It is unlikely that students 
will ever get the chance to hold an object older than this, as Earth itself was 
formed 4.6 billion years ago. 

The lunar samples were collected in the late 1960s and early 1970s during 
some of NASA’s first manned space missions to the Moon. 

Staff and prefects have embraced their festive spirit and community links with 
Quest Trust Primary Schools, attending a variety of nativity plays; students 
enjoyed receiving a tour of our feeder schools and meeting Year 5 and Year 
6 students who will make up some of our Year 7 cohort over the coming 
years.

Supporting Nativities

Our Sixth Form students recently took part in a high-altitude balloon launch.

Original article: https://bit.ly/3ExRrE1 Bullitt Group, the pioneers of rugged 

mobile, has successfully sent two rugged phones to space and back, in 

conjunction with students from University Collegiate School. This project 

reached an impressive 35.3km height, and aimed to expand understanding of 

engineering at the extremes of space and exposed the phones to the harshest 

of environments . Following this students could analyse the effects of pressure, 

heat convection and electronics in low pressure and extreme temperatures 

ranging from 30 Celsius to -30 Celsius.

High Altitude Balloon

Launch

Check out our new website: www.theucs.org.uk

One Small Step for UCS…


