
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer School Programme 2021 
The University Collegiate School’s Summer School Programme operated from Monday 26th 
July until Friday 30th July 2021. 
 
A total number of 125 students took part in the summer school and enjoyed a variety of 
activities including sports, team games, arts and crafts, first-aid training, well-being based 
activities, trips to Chester Zoo and Liverpool Museum. 
 
In total, 295 students were invited to the UCS  Summer School, of whom 53 were eligible for 
Pupil premium.  The students invited were selected as follows: 
100% of the incoming Y7 and Y12 students, all of whom would be new students to the UCS 
this academic year; 100% of the incoming Y8 and Y10 students, who were already studying 
at the UCS;  25 students known to us from the incoming Y11 group who are either classed as 
vulnerable, on the SEND register, or who are eligible for Pupil Premium (see table below for 
exact numbers in each Year Group).  
 

Incoming Year group No of Pupils not eligible for 
pupil premium who were 
invited 

No of Pupils eligible for 
pupil premium who were 
invited 

Year 7 106 19 
Year 8 72 18 
Year 9 0 0 
Year 10 14 6 
Year 11 20 5 
Year 12 30 5 
Year 13 0 0 
Total 242 53 

 
Of the 295 invited, 170 did not respond to the invitation or were unable to attend. Of the 
other 125 students who all responded, 80 attended all 5 days with others attending 
between 1 and 4 days.   
 
The daily attendance numbers were: 
 

Monday 
 

97 77.60% 
Tuesday 97 77.60% 
Wednesday 101 80.80% 
Thursday 118 94.40% 
Friday 105 84.00% 

 



Over the whole week, 14 staff were involved, working on a rota with 10 staff on duty each 
day.  All were qualified Teachers or Learning Support Assistants. Ten were UCS employees or 
had previously worked as cover staff within the school; 2 had recently qualified as Early Career 
Teachers and had completed long ITT placements at the school; the remaining two were due 
to start working at the school as teachers in September. There were no parent volunteers. We 
also commissioned two external providers - Medical Mavericks and Wonderstruck - under the 
supervision of our staff. 
 
The University Collegiate School has a specialism in Health Sciences and Engineering, so the 
activities on offer were based predominantly around this. The theme for the week was 
Lifeskills, reflecting our Elements curriculum and approach to student agency.  The activities 
for the week were varied and covered both academic education and enrichment activities.  
 
The schedule for the week was as follows: 
On Monday, we welcomed Medical Mavericks, inspiring the next generation of medics and 
scientists by taking real medical and sports science equipment into schools, which proved to 
be one of the highlights of the week with students stating “This is really good. I would love 
to do this again!”  The visit from Wonderstruck on Wednesday, encouraged the students to 
use their scientific and engineering knowledge to build and race mini electric racing cars. 
This was highly competitive with prizes for the winning teams in each Year Group.  This was 
so successful that we repeated the activity (on a smaller scale) at our recent Open Evening.  
 
On Tuesday, the students completed several Problem Solving and Mindfulness activities, 
organised and led by our staff members. They also completed a certified First Aid course, 
organised by our Health & Social Care Teacher and received well deserved First Aid 
Certificates. 
 
Wednesday afternoon saw a range of sports and orienteering activities, which were planned 
to take place in the local area. 
 
On Thursday and Friday, the students took part in cultural trips to Chester Zoo (to learn 
more about animals and attend animal-related workshops), and the World & Slavery 
Museum, the Maritime Museum and the Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool (to learn more 
about the history of our Nation, and in particular the North West).  
 
The total amount of funding received from the DfE to support the summer schools 
programme was £22,059.45. 
 
A breakdown of the funding spent is as follows: 

Description Funding 
Staffing costs £11,027.45 
Equipment £1,325.70 
Medical Mavericks and Wonderstruck Ltd £4,745.99 
Chester Zoo trip £2,425.00 
Liverpool Museums/Art Gallery trip £700.00 
Refreshments £614.00 
Qualsafe – First aid £1221.31 
TOTAL £22,059.45 

 
Overall, the Summer School was very successful, with most students 
having the opportunity to take part in new experiences which brought 
the curriculum to life, built self-esteem, broadened horizons and 
reflected their sense of northern identity. 


